Conjoined twins.
Conjoined twins have been a source of fascination for both the general public and the medical profession since time immemorial. Their birth was initially viewed as an ominous sign of impending disaster. This was followed by a prolonged period through the Middle Ages and into the nineteenth century when they were regarded as freaks or monstrosities and were exhibited with substantial financial reward at circuses and sideshows. Recently, conjoined twins have attracted intense media interest, which has coincided with increasing success in their separation. This article gives an overview of the role of prenatal ultrasound in assessing the prognosis and discusses the post-natal surgical management and outcome.